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Art is the distinct signature of durga puja the festival with immense impact towards economy



i am here for the second time, i came here last year. so, massArt is taking us on
a tour of couple of Art pandals tonight. it is a fantastic idea to show us the
variety of Art pandals. i am really enjoying. i just saw my second pandal, the first
one was raindrop by artist bhabatosh. a very beautiful, extremely elaborate,
fantastic pandal where is all about children, water, clay, and what water means
to life and its really beautifully done. and now i am in second pandal where all
of a sudden you are taken by hand and somebody guides you in the past, the
past about indigo and muslin, about the colonial times and the skills bengali
head you know where basically they produce the finest cloth in the world and
during colonial times they are not allowed to do that anymore because the
british wanted to earn money. i am really taken by. thank you.

— dr. philipp ackermann
ambassador of germany to india

this is my second time at the durga pujo. but this is the most amazing pandal.
i'm really impressed. it's absolutely a thing of beauty. all these, this pandal
made from clay pots, which, of course, is very relevant to calcutta, where
everybody drinks tea, everybody tries so. so thank you so much. i'mvery  im-
pressed with the artist.

— kevin kelly.
the ambassador of ireland to india

i want first to say thanks to all the organizers of massArt for bringing us this
opportunity to admire the real culture of kolkata. we have seen this in the very
beautiful old building, how is the culture about the devotion to ma durga, which
I respect so much. and also the performance and the music for bengali, we
really enjoy.

—h. e. fernando bucheli
ambassador of ecuador in india

namaskar. i am thrilled to be here today at this massArt event. it's amazing to
see all the handicrafts here and the performances, and i'm very excited for
durga puja.

— kathy giles —diaz
u .s. consul general

hi.

i am so happy to be here today with massArt's durga puja preview show. it's
an incredible spectacle in kolkata and really showcases the breadth and depth
of what's available in kolkata and in west bengal. i'm really honored that we get
to be a part of it. so thank you for having us.

— elizabeth
the director at the american center in kolkata

tonight is really been interesting. it is my second durga puja season in kolkata.
i am finding it very interesting to see all the pandals this year as always. there is
a lot of creativity you can see and the going to not only making but just
conceptualizing and imagining the ideas of the pandals and all the surrounding
decorations ,so it is interesting, i think it is one of the best times to be in kolkata.
i am finding it extremely enjoyable experience.

— kevin goh
deputy consul general, australia
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preface

celebration is the fundamental message
of durga puja - the biggest festival of
bengal. the custom is symbolic of
goddess over the demon, win of good
over evil. the festival centred around this
religious note of iconography. durga
puja with all its colour and creation, has
gradually turned out to be a celebration
of life going beyond the arena of custom
and ritual.

above all is the Art movement of the
festival. it has created its magnitude on
the basis of inter relationship among Art
forms and creative innovations. artistry
and artisanry, aesthetic and creative
pursuits are the distinct signature of this
world’s biggest public Art festival.




the honourable mention

the character of kolkata's durga puja into
a community - focused celebration of Art
has been recognized by unesco, calling it
"the best example of public religious and
artistic performance, and a thriving space
for collaborative artists and designers."

in 2021, durga puja was inscribed to
unesco's list of intangible cultural heritage
of humanity.




initially durga puja has never been so
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as preview show of durga puja Art,

kolkata.



our profile —
our visionary

massArt, established in june 2022 to promote
bengal's Art and culture, recognized durga
puja as a platform to highlight indigenous and
contemporary Art, culture, and heritage on a
global stage.

with a skilled, experienced, and tech-enabled
team from various creative and social fields,
massArt aimed to create a property that
would introduce visitors to the artistic aspects
of durga puja.

the not-for-profit organization, registered
under the west bengal societies registration
act 1961, launched a durga puja Art preview
show — a centrally managed initiative
designed to guide tourists, unify independent
puja organizers, and attract national and
international artistic talent.




the key strength of this innovative
idea is its timing. the preview
occurs a week before the rituals
begin, allowing tourists to visit
before the pandals open to the
public and crowds build up.
some pandals are nearly finished,
giving visitors a chance to see
craftsmen at work.

the streets are still relatively clear,
with no parking restrictions in
place, so visitors can park close
to the pandals.

"the reason behind ‘«y
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the execution steps

rather than having visitors roam the
city for quality pujas, a selection is
made beforehand. from over 3,500
pujas of varying budgets and
artistic quality, 26 are chosen for
the preview show, ensuring a mix
of quality and variety.

registration is available online at
massArt.in, with entry by ticket or
invitation.

preview pass holders receive a
route map with google map
locations, which is especially
helpful for tourists unfamiliar with
the city.




the core points of : Sy ,

the first preview show of durga puja Art in
kolkata was exclusively for out-of-state
tourists. due to high local demand, the
second and the third editions in 2023 and
2024 respectively expanded the viewing
to select bonafide residents, allowing
more Art enthusiasts to experience the
exquisite artistry in the pandals.



the glorious inclusion

for the 20th anniversary of the convention
for the safeguarding of intangible cultural
heritage, unesco gave stakeholders an
opportunity to celebrate the inclusivity of
living heritage. under the theme
#LivingHeritage, the anniversary
highlighted global activities promoting the
diversity of intangible cultural heritage and
fostering  international ~ cooperation.
massArt's preview show was proudly
included in the unesco showcase.




massArt

the executor

massArt operates within diverse social
and cultural spheres, focusing on
promoting indigenous Art, culture, and
heritage globally.
as a non-governmental organization, it
boasts strong operational capabilities
with a skiled team specializing in
aesthetics and implementation.

massArt  emphasizes  inclusivity,
participation, and creating life and
livelihood opportunities for artists and
artisans. preview show of durga puja Art
aligns with massArt's mission, fulfilling its
objectives and vision.

unesco

Partnership

“unesco does not endorse any product, service, brand or company”

the accomplished partner

to achieve global recognition and
widespread connectivity, the preview
show needed reputable partners. the
inscription of kolkata's durga puja on
umesco's intangible cultural heritage of
humanity list laid the foundation, and the
preview show's inclusion in unesco's
notable list fueled the momentum.
unesco has thus become an essential
partner in massArt's preview show.







